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Worksheet #2: Representing Yourself

This worksheet will help you understand what is involved in handling your own legal case and what information you need to find out. It will also help you decide if you are capable of handling your own case.

I will need to have a clear understanding of the facts in my case. What happened exactly?




Do I understand the court system? Which court will hear my case? 




I will have to understand the law that applies to my case, including rules, legislation, regulations, and case law. What laws apply - civil, family, criminal or administrative law?




How do the laws apply to the facts of my case? What is my legal right?




I need to find out which forms to use to move my case forward. Which forms apply to my case? How will I file and serve the forms? What are the timelines? What are the costs?



What evidence do I need to prove my case? Are there witnesses?




Will I be able to conduct an examination for discovery of the other party? What questions will I ask?




How will I answer questions during the examination for discovery? Will I feel comfortable answering personal and complicated questions without having a lawyer with me?



Do I know how much it is going to cost me? (Be sure to include court costs, legal expenses, and other costs, such as time off work)




How much time I will have to spend to take my case to court? Do I know how long it will take until my legal case is resolved?




If I win my case, will I be able to collect the money that the other party owes? What will happen if I lose?  Can I afford to pay court costs? What are the risks?
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